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When the Hong Kong government decided to conduct our 
first ever population census in the early 60s I joined as a 
volunteer worker. Over the next 4 days I was sent to cover a 
stretch of Shanghai Street in Yaumatei. The street was lined 
with tenement buildings, typically 5 floors with two flats 
of 350 sf each, most had illegal structures on the roof with 
no toilet facilities. It was quite a shock when I entered the 
first designated household which was partitioned off into 
five family units. Living within 70sf was a family of four. Only 
two of these partitioned units would have natural light and 
the others would have no windows relying on ventilation 
above the partitions. I had visited school friends who lived in 
resettlement areas in Hung Hum and other parts of Kowloon 
but their living conditions were not quite as dire. Hong Kong 
has since moved on with the times by making available more 
resettlement areas to cope with the expanding population. →  

THE WAY FORWARD
In our ten years of existence we have learnt 
that the most effective way to grant relief 
is to deliver aid directly to the sufferers. To 
accomplish this we must first seek out the 
intermediaries (NGOs) who have expertise in 
their respective fields and help them make the 
deliveries. Funding is not the only resource we 
can provide, NGOs need premises to operate 
and administrative competence to service 
those in need. Our objective is to offer both.
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In fact it is Hong Kong’s pride that 70% of our workforce is 
brought up in our estates. However, after 56 years of explosive 
economic growth and a twofold population increase, there 
are now more people living in squalid conditions with 
less government subsidised housing available to eligible 
applicants. Despite a large supply of private housing estates 
coming to market the affordable housing element within 
these has never been properly explored.

Hong Kong produces more billionaires per capita than many 
countries (not cities) in the developed world; unfortunately 
we also have the biggest wealth gap between the rich and the 
poor. We can easily blame the free economy and a tax system 
which favours the rich and penalises the sandwich class. What 
exacerbates the situation is our government’s policy (or non-
policy) of allowing asset inflation to rise unabated. As a result 
the non-asset owning class (middle income or below) are 
pushed further and further down the ladder while the asset 
rich enjoy the windfall.  

These are only two examples of serious social issues which 
negatively impact Hong Kong people’s livelihood today. As a 
foundation, we try to identify and prioritise how our resources 
can help address some of these issues. In our ten years of 
existence we have learnt that the most effective way to grant 

relief is to deliver aid directly to the sufferers. To accomplish 
this we must first seek out the intermediaries (NGOs) who 
have expertise in their respective fields and help them make 
the deliveries. Funding is not the only resource we can 
provide, NGOs need premises to operate and administrative 
competence to service those in need. Our objective is to offer 
both.  We are confident that we are on the right track with the 
warm shelter project and expect to follow the same business 
plan in the next five to ten years.

It is not coincidental that the happiest nations in the world 
are those which enjoy the highest form of equality – in wealth, 
education, healthcare, employment opportunity, housing 
need, self-esteem, social standing etc. Not surprisingly all of 
these countries are found under highly socialistic regimes 
where people work, pay high taxes and be looked after by the 
social system. We can see that in Hong Kong indirect taxation 
such as high land prices and imported inflation cause grief 
and pain among the lower classes and in turn creates more 
inequality. Inequality in turn breeds discontent and socio-
economic problems. As we observe that our government is not 
about to take any action in the near term we should continue 
our mission to create a more equal society by focusing on the 
pressing issues by practicing our own form of socialism.

It is Hong Kong’s pride that 70% of our workforce is brought up in our estates.
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“A New Milestone for Educating Deaf and Hearing 
Students: Sign Bilingualism and Co-enrolment”

 – Far-reaching impacts beyond a unique classroom 

Decades of oral only education for the deaf have led to communication barriers and  
social isolation, as well as academic failure with many DHH students. Since August 2014,  

Fu Tak Iam Foundation has been sponsoring the Centre for Sign Linguistics and Deaf 
Studies (CSLDS) of The Chinese University of Hong Kong to develop a brand new approach 

towards educating Deaf and hard-of-hearing (DHH) students in mainstream education. 

Text by: Professor Gladys Tang, Director of The Centre for Sign Linguistics and Deaf Studies, CUHK

Deaf and hearing teachers co-teaching in a kindergarten classroom

The programme, A New Milestone for Educating Deaf and 
Hearing Students: Sign Bilingualism and Co-enrolment (SLCO), 
is currently conducted in a kindergarten and a primary school*. 
It aims to rectify the perennial misconception that DHH 
children, especially those in mainstream education, should be 
raised and educated orally only. In other words, Hong Kong’s 
DHH children have been barred from exposure to sign language 
and the benefits that sign bilingual education can bring to 
their long-term language, cognitive and socio-emotional 
development. Indeed, decades of oral only education for the 
deaf have led to communication barriers and social isolation, 
as well as academic failure with many DHH students.

Equipped with findings from sign language research and 
riding on advancement in assistive hearing technology, CSLDS 
started to innovate the SLCO Programme in mainstream 
settings in 2006. Unlike many mainstream schools in which 
there is just one DHH student per class, if not per school, the 
designated SLCO class at each level in the kindergarten and 
the primary school sponsored by Fu Tak Iam Foundation has 

a critical mass of 5 or 6 DHH students to study with hearing 
students. A unique opportunity for all these DHH and hearing 
students is that they will grow up bimodal bilingual to function 
in society, because of studying in the SLCO Programme they 
can learn Hong Kong Sign Language (HKSL) in addition to 
spoken languages like Cantonese, Mandarin and English, as 
well as written Chinese. →

http://www.ftifoundation.org/en/
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The adoption of an additional language – HKSL 
– in class enables DHH students to enjoy FULL 
accessibility to a mainstream curriculum

Since 2014, the project has benefitted 78 DHH students and 
1335 hearing students (269 of them are studying in the same 
class as the DHH students) in the kindergarten and the primary 
school. The SLCO classes are supported by ‘co-teaching’ between 
a Deaf teacher and a hearing teacher on a daily basis, using 
HKSL in parallel with one spoken language as the medium of 
instruction. Indeed, the adoption of an additional language – 
HKSL -- in class enables DHH students to enjoy FULL accessibility 
to a mainstream curriculum. Such dual-language support is 
not found in any other education settings. Supported by both 
HKSL and spoken languages, DHH students have acquired the 
confidence in following the lessons and participating actively 
in the classroom activities. Outside the classroom, they are 
also supported individually or in groups on their language and 
academic development through sign language classes, speech 
therapy sessions, Chinese and English reading programmes, and 
after-school or Saturday’s tutorials. 

The additional visual support for DHH students in 
the SLCO classroom turns out to be equally useful 
for hearing students.

Do hearing students studying in the same class with DHH 
students lose out on this SLCO venture? It is gratifying to 
see them learn HKSL enthusiastically, for the new linguistic 
experiences they chance upon in their childhood. The additional 
visual support for DHH students in the SLCO classroom turns 
out to be equally useful for hearing students. Amazingly, within 
years of immersion in the SLCO environment, the hearing 
students’ HKSL skills have reached an adequate level for them to 
access the curriculum even from the Deaf teacher! At the senior 
level, it is not uncommon to see them sign in front of the class 
during classroom discussions. From a socio-cultural perspective, 
studying in the SLCO classroom encourages both DHH and 
hearing students to learn to appreciate each other’s differences 
and to nurture a positive attitude towards the flexibility of 
language choice between HKSL and speech in daily interactions. 

This innovative approach is not confined to the 
SLCO classes at school. Adopting a whole school 
approach also means HKSL is used regularly in 
many school activities such as school assemblies, 
recess, Bible verse, school ceremonies and special 
functions, as well as morning assemblies. 

When the DHH and hearing students as well as the Deaf and 
hearing teachers are encouraged to interact with each other 
freely through HKSL and spoken languages, one soon finds Deaf-
Hearing collaboration at all levels. At school, a ‘Deaf presence’ 

will naturally result in bimodal bilingual communication among 
the principals and supervisors, Deaf and hearing teachers, 
Deaf and hearing parents, office clerks, computer officers, and 
even minor staff at the school pantries. Annual events in the 
kindergarten and the primary school like Deaf Festival, Sign 
language Day and Sign Bilingual Chinese New Year Carnivals 
to raise Deaf awareness among teachers and students would 
not be successful without the collaboration between Deaf and 
hearing teachers in programme design and implementation. 

One may wonder whether DHH students are barred from 
certain extra-curricular activities due to their hearing loss. Quite 
on the contrary, the schools’ policy is that all school activities 
are open to DHH students, including sports, dance, and choral 
speaking, drama and concert performance, as well as overseas 
exchange and competitions. To support their participation, a 
hearing bilingual teacher or a sign language interpreter is arranged 
to accompany them on those occasions, to ensure effective 
information access. Interestingly, on occasions when a sign 
language interpreter is not available, hearing students will come 
forward automatically to provide HKSL support for their DHH 
peers. Such sign language support of the hearing students could 
be interpreted as their ‘eagerness’ to test to what extent they can 
put the visual language they have been learning into good use. On 
the other hand, isn’t this ‘readiness to chip-in’ a reflection of the 
spirit of community support we are yearning for in society? Such 
gestures of the hearing students demonstrate their empathy for 
others because learning HKSL at school also means that they are 
aware of the communication needs of their DHH classmates.

In summary, Deaf awareness is greatly 
enhanced due to the visible presence of  
Deaf teachers and students as members of 
the school community; and Deaf-Hearing peer 
support potentially results in social integration 
and inclusion, an achievement that the SLCO 
Programme has been commended for by 
many visitors to the programme. →

Chinese New Year Carnivals

http://www.ftifoundation.org/en/
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The SLCO Programme decided to set up a Junior Sign 
Language Interpreter Training Programme as an extra-
curricular activity to further sharpen their skills.

A few years ago, noticing that some hearing students who 
studied with DHH students were highly motivated to learn 
HKSL and excelled themselves in their signing abilities within 
the first few years of co-enrollment, the SLCO Programme 
decided to set up a Junior Sign Language Interpreter Training 
Programme as an extra-curricular activity to further sharpen 
their skills. Interestingly, out of an average of twenty students 
in the primary school who join the training programme every 
year, one or sometimes two DHH students also register for 
the training. Indeed, Deaf sign interpreters are getting more 
and more popular internationally for their signing skills and a 
better understanding of how information can be delivered in 
a ‘Deaf way’ to meet the needs of Deaf people. Currently, the 
training is taken to be an enrichment programme and is led by 
a Deaf teacher and a hearing teacher. Handpicked by the Deaf 
teachers for the training programme, these junior interpreters 
are assigned to interpret between Cantonese and HKSL during 
school assemblies or school-based activities. 

Parents and teachers are often amazed 
by their proficient signing skills and their 
confidence in interpreting in and out of HKSL 
on stage. Offering these talented hearing 
and DHH students additional opportunities to 
learn about effective sign interpretation does 
pave the way for Deaf-Hearing collaboration 
to support sign interpretation in public media 
and social venues in future.

A programme would not be successful without the 
support from parents even when good practices 
are in place at school. 

Indeed, parental support has an irreplaceable role in the course 
of child development. Over the years, parents of both DHH 
and hearing students have been very supportive because they 
themselves witness the positive impacts of the SLCO Programme 
on their children. One mother of a DHH child in the kindergarten 
programme said, “At school, the complementary use of both 
HKSL and spoken languages in class effectively facilitates the 
growth of my daughter’s receptive and expressive language 
abilities. I can see that it supports her academic development 
too. More importantly, she has developed friendship with her 
hearing and DHH schoolmates, she’s enjoying her school life.” 
The mother hopes the SLCO Programme can continue in future, 
as she said, “The programme is very important to DHH children. 
I hope the programme will get support and recognition from the 
government, so it can benefit more children.”

“The SLCO Programme makes hearing children 
understand that there are people whose situation is 
so different from theirs. My child has learnt how to 
respect those who are different as well as those with 
disabilities. There will be fewer conflicts in society 
when more people learn how to respect each other.”

Without much knowledge about the theoretical and empirical 
input that CSLDS has injected into the SLCO Programme, and 
given the competitiveness of Hong Kong’s society, it is quite 
easy to assume that parents of hearing children would resist 
registering their children to the SLCO classes. Quite on the 
contrary, parents favourably subscribe to the concept that → 

CHAN KEI-YAU
Chan Kei-yau has severe to profound hearing loss . She joined the sign 
bilingual reading class in 2007 and subsequently the SLCO Programme at 
K3. Over time, she acquired both HKSL and intelligible speech abilities. 
She graduated from the SLCO primary school programme in 2014 and is 
now in secondary three. She has received a number of external awards 
and scholarships for her outstanding performance in academic study and 
extra-curricular activities. The level of success is unimaginable when this 
brave 14-year old DHH student represented Hong Kong to compete in 
swimming of the Deaf Olympics in Turkey this July. She remarked that 
the SLCO Programme enables her to learn effectively and independently 
through dual-language support in class. “Before joining the programme, 
I remembered I had a very hard time at school looking at the lips of the 
teachers, I just could not learn effectively. My classmates back then also 
regarded me as a very strange person, and I felt so lonely. Now, with 
HKSL, I am able to learn effectively and make many friends, both DHH 
and hearing. Sign Language is really important to me.” 

Chan Kei-yau represented Hong Kong 
to compete in swimming of the Deaf 
Olympics in Turkey this July.

http://www.ftifoundation.org/en/
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their  children can learn together with DHH children. One parent 
from the kindergarten programme said, “The SLCO Programme 
makes hearing children understand that there are people whose 
situation is so different from theirs. My child has learnt how to 
respect those who are different as well as those with disabilities. 
There will be fewer conflicts in society when more people learn 
how to respect each other.” Another parent also commended 
that the programme brings whole-person development to her 
hearing child as early as when she started kindergarten, “The 
programme is beneficial to child development. Besides learning 
how to take care of herself, she can also learn how to take care of 
others and become more empathetic. Children undergoing such 
a mode of education themselves won’t simply pay lip service in 
future when they see someone in need in society, they will take 
appropriate actions with empathy because they have learnt 
how to handle the situation”.  A teacher from the kindergarten 

commented that she observes that hearing children of the 
programme show very positive attitude towards their DHH 
peers at a very young age, “Hearing children know that they 
are deaf or hard-of-hearing, and they won’t make fun of them; 
rather, they admire their confidence in expressing themselves in 
either HKSL or in speech.”

After years of experience in implementing the SLCO 
practices in the kindergarten and the primary school, one 
cannot deny the fact that it is the communication barrier that 
bars DHH students from enjoying classroom learning and 
school activities in mainstream education. By removing this 
barrier, the SLCO approach cultivates an inclusive and effective 
learning environment to benefit both DHH and hearing children 
linguistically, socially and academically. Being cushioned well 
in the dual-language classroom, stories of success with these 
students come one after the other. So far, 27 DHH students have 
received a total of 70 academic awards and 29 arts and sports 
awards in school, as well as 60 external awards, including 11 
scholarships from external organizations. In what follows, let’s 
learn about their experiences.

In the kindergarten, theme-based resources have 
been developed using PowerPoint presentations, 
worksheets, and vocabulary cards; HKSL videos 
have been prepared by Deaf teachers to support 
spoken language literacy development based on 
the school-based curriculum. 

When the SLCO Programme started a few years back, the 
practical question of what educational resources there are 
to support this new development quickly emerged. The 
answer is NONE because HKSL was not accepted in society 
to support the education of DHH children, thus no relevant 
materials were readily available. Therefore, Deaf and hearing 
teachers rolled up their sleeves to develop the resources and 
visual learning materials they needed to support the learning 
activities. In the kindergarten, theme-based resources have 
been developed using PowerPoint presentations, worksheets, 
and vocabulary cards; HKSL videos have been prepared by Deaf 
teachers to support spoken language literacy development 
based on the school-based curriculum. Over time, the 
collection of storybooks with HKSL renditions keeps expanding 
to support DHH students’ reading, literacy and cognitive 
skills development. In all, such efforts aim to help DHH 
children develop a solid foundation for primary education.  

In the primary school, there is an online platform 
documenting over 1600 HKSL-written Chinese 
terminologies to support subjects such as General 
Education, Mathematics and Religious Studies.

It is considered extremely important that the terminologies 
are explained in HKSL so that students can grasp the 
meaning as well as the form in their concept formation →  

KWOK TSZ-CHING
Kei-yau is not the only student whom one observes 
to have developed a positive self-image. Indeed, one 
goal of the SLCO Programme is to help DHH students to 
accept deafness as a gain rather than a disadvantage. 
Kwok Tsz-ching is another DHH student who graduated 
from the SLCO primary school programme. All of her 
family members are Deaf and signing. She likes the 
Deaf-Hearing inclusion of the programme. “Hearing 
students can help their Deaf classmates with writing 
and speaking; and they can also help when we miss any 
information from the teachers during class. In return, 
the Deaf students can teach their hearing friends HKSL 
and Deaf Culture.” When speaking of her Deaf identity, 
she said, “I don’t feel strange at all being deaf. I feel 
equal like hearing people. Deaf people are able to do 
what hearing people can. We are the same.”

http://www.ftifoundation.org/en/
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JOYCE PUN CHUNG-SZE
Joyce Pun Chung-sze, the first deaf signing person graduating from an education 
programme specializing in special needs. In 2016, she obtained a Bachelor degree 
in Education from The Education University of Hong Kong. This is a historic moment 
in Hong Kong’s Deaf education, to have a deaf signing person graduating from an 
education programme specializing in special needs for the first time. After joining the 
programme, she realized that deafness is just one of the special education needs, and 
to become a well-rounded teacher, she felt the need to equip herself with knowledge 
and skills to support students with other special education needs. As a consequence, 
she aspired for degree training in this area, for her own professional enhancement and 
for herself to serve as a better role model in front of her students, DHH or hearing alike. 
“When I was a child, I was told that deaf people could only do low-level and manual 
jobs. Now my dream of being a teacher is fulfilled. So when my DHH students tell me 
that their dream is to become a vet or a teacher, I encourage them to go for it.”

imparted to students, as well as what teaching strategies we 
want to adopt to enhance learning. I remember initially I relied 
a lot on myself in lesson planning; but gradually when the Deaf 
teacher have developed confidence [in teaching], the role of 
Deaf teachers became more prominent.” She also added the 
importance of having a Deaf teacher in class, “Because my 
HKSL skills are not so proficient, it would be better to have two 
teachers. Deaf teacher knows what difficulties DHH students 
face in learning. They can suggest what we can do to ensure 
students’ understanding in class.”   →

process. Additional visual learning aids such as enhanced 
presentations and teaching tools for different subjects have 
also been developed for use in class. All teaching materials 
are stored in the school intranet, accessible even by teachers 
of non-SLCO classes. At school, all teachers can access these 
materials to enrich their daily teaching practices or to adapt 
the materials to support students with other special needs. 
In the SLCO Programme, DHH students are not just the 
end users of these materials, they also participate in the 
production of some learning materials such as HKSL posters 
and videos which have been distributed to other mainstream 
schools, further promoting HKSL in the local community.  

Other than benefitting the DHH and hearing students, 
the SLCO Programme also supports the professional 
advancement of Deaf and hearing teachers. 

 In the SLCO Programme, co-teaching between a Deaf teacher 
and a general education teacher is a preferred practice for 
purpose of creating teams of Deaf and hearing teachers to 
support each other in teaching and in school practices on a 
daily basis. Such collaboration includes teaching materials 
design and development, negotiation of responsibilities in the 
teaching process, as well as the monitoring of group activities 
of students. The spirit for the Deaf and hearing teachers 
to “team up” with each other forms the cornerstone of the 
pedagogical and school processes. They work together to 
build the education discourse of the entire class of DHH and 
hearing students. Additionally, they are partners in initiating 
changes in the cultural values of the school, especially how 
they themselves or other teachers perceive Deaf-Hearing 
collaboration and what synergies such a collaboration can 
generate to advance their professional standard are some 
core values that the school cherishes. A hearing teacher of 
the primary school actually emphasizes the importance of 
co-planning with Deaf teachers. “We talk about many things: 
what contents we want to cover, in what ways they are 

An HKSL visual learning aid

Joyce graduated from The Education 
University of Hong Kong with a 
Bachelor degree in Education

http://www.ftifoundation.org/en/
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In recent years, the global trend is inclusive education 
in mainstream schools for the deaf. The SLCO 
Programme is a timely response to this development. 

Over the years, the Centre has taken the initiative to actively 
extend its impact to other local and international education 
settings. Besides providing training for teachers and related 
professionals through public seminars and workshops, it also 
renders consultancy and school support services outside of 
Hong Kong. Regionally and internationally, the SLCO approach 
has gained commendations for resolving the perennial 
problems of DHH children’s education. So far, educators and 
researchers from 31 countries and cities worldwide, such as the 
United States, England, Holland, Belgium, Singapore, Mainland 
China, Taiwan and Macau, have visited the programme. Some 
of the visitors also ask for professional and academic support 
in the development of a similar approach in their countries/
cities. Taiwan is the first country that sought support from 
the SLCO Programme, now to be followed by Singapore 
whose government decides to adopt the SLCO approach in a 
mainstream primary school starting 2018. Macau, Guangzhou 
and Quzhou are preparing for change too and will be in 
partnership with CSLDS in the years to come.  

Another important mission of the SLCO Programme is to bring 
the needs of DHH children and their families to the attention of 
the government. Although Hong Kong has been a signatory of 
the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with 
Disabilities since 2008, the measures taken to secure the rights 
of DHH children to receive a barrier-free education through 
sign language is almost non-existent. In this regard, the SLCO 
team has been working closely with some Legislative Council 
members and government officials to initiate discussions on the 
rightful education support to DHH students. On many occasions, 

both DHH students and their parents volunteer to participate in 
public events and meet with the government officials so that 
they could express their opinions directly to them. 

In March 2017, Tan Kai-chung, a primary 
four DHH student of the SLCO Programme, 
attended a meeting of the Legislative Council 
Subcommittee on Children’s Rights and 
delivered his message about the importance of 
sign language in deaf education. 

He urged the government to provide sign language support for 
DHH children. His online video feature attracts over 156,000 
views. Despite all these efforts, the government has yet to 
offer any positive response in terms of providing additional 
resources for DHH students who need sign language support 
in mainstream education. The SLCO Programme will continue 
its effort to raise public awareness on this issue and to push 
for positive changes in education policy and provisions. →  

TEACHING EXCELLENCE AWARD
In July 2016, five teachers of the primary school received 
the Certificate of Merit for Special Education Needs in the 
2015/16 Chief Executive’s Award for Teaching Excellence 
for their outstanding performance in supporting DHH 

children in school. Keung Yuen-man is one of the hearing
teachers in the primary school who received the award. 
“Despite that I have many years of teaching experience, 
it is not until I joined the SLCO Programme did I truly 
understand the very essence of inclusive education. A 
good inclusive education practice should look for ways 
to help DHH students shine in the process of learning, 
but not to force them to change in order to slot them 
into a specific system. This is my deepest conviction.” 
When Ms. Keung joined the programme, she had a hard 
time learning how to use HKSL to communicate with 
DHH students. Seeing how DHH students work so hard 
themselves, Ms. Keung says her extra efforts are well 
worth it. “Teachers are architects of their students’ souls. 
Learning HKSL enables me to communicate with them 
directly, so I can truly get into the hearts of my students 
and make a difference in their lives.”

Selfless efforts rewarded! The new principal joined 
Ms. Keung and four other teachers on their great day 

Click on the video to see Tan Kai-chung, a primary four DHH 
student of the SLCO Programme, deliver his message at a meeting 
of the Legislative Council Subcommittee on Children’s Rights

http://www.ftifoundation.org/en/
https://www.facebook.com/radicalhk/videos/1838850703030376/
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*SCHOOLS PARTICIPATING IN THIS PROJECT:

DAY CRÈCHE
•  Hong Kong Society for the Protection of Children  

Jessie Tam Day Crèche
•   Hong Kong Society for the Protection of Children  

SIA Shaukiwan Day Crèche
•  Hong Kong Society For The Protection of Children  

Air Cargo Community Day Crèche
•   Hong Kong Society for the Protection of Children 

William Grimsdale Day Crèche
•   Hong Kong Society for the Protection of Children 

Esther Lee Day Crèche

KINDERGARTEN
•   Peace Evangelical Centre Kindergarten (Ngau Tau Kok) 

(supported by FTIF)

PRIMARY SCHOOL 
•  Oblate Primary School
•   Kowloon Bay St. John the Baptist Catholic Primary 

School(supported by FTIF)

SECONDARY SCHOOL
•  Notre Dame College

International recognition of the SLCO Programme 
is a big booster to the morale of the team 
members, for their efforts have earned Hong Kong 
the reputation of being the hub of sign bilingual 
education for the Deaf in Asia.

Given earlier misconceptions and prejudice against sign language 
among many educators, the road to Deaf education reform 
in Hong Kong is going to be long and winding. Nevertheless, 
the international recognition of the SLCO Programme is a big 
booster to the morale of the team members, for their efforts 
have earned Hong Kong the reputation of being the hub of sign 
bilingual education for the Deaf in Asia. 

The support from Fu Tak Iam Foundation enables CSLDS 
to continue to sustain this innovative model of inclusive Deaf 
education not only in Hong Kong, but also for CSLDS to extend 
this model to other countries in Asia and the world. 

From a small classroom in Hong Kong, 
news about the positive impacts of the 
SLCO approach is spreading worldwide, 
transforming peoples’ perception that sign 
bilingual education, originally adopted only in 
special school settings, is equally applicable to 
mainstream education and has potentials to 
build a better Deaf-hearing inclusive society.

Sign Bilingualism and Co-enrolment
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ANGKOR HOSPITAL FOR 
CHILDREN LIMITED 
SAVING BABIES’ LIVES 

Remarkable progress has been 
made in the past decades to reduce 
child mortality around the world. 
Despite this, the proportion of 
neonatal deaths is increasing and it 
is estimated that a staggering three 
million newborn babies still die each 
year, most notably in developing 
countries like Cambodia. To address 
this serious challenge, the Fu Tak 
Iam Foundation will be supporting 
Angkor Hospital for Children to 
implement the “Saving Babies Lives” 
project in Siem Reap, Cambodia.  
This project will focus on provision 
of specialist neonatal treatment and 
care to vulnerable babies in Angkor 
Hospital for Children’s Neonatal 
Unit. The project will also address 
infection and sepsis, some of the 
leading causes of death amongst 
newborns by developing a replicable 
and cost-effective model for 
infection prevention and control in 
the unit. Capacity building is central 
to the “Saving Babies Lives” project, 
and will include health education 
for parents while their babies are 
undergoing treatment and training 
of current and future healthcare 
workers in quality neonatal care. 
The project is expected to directly 
impact over 2,900 newborn babies 
and thousands more indirectly 
through improved knowledge and 
care-seeking behaviours of parents 
and caregivers as well as improved 
neonatal care at government facilities. 

NEWLY APPROVED PROJECTS 
(March 2017 – September 2017)

HONG KONG FEDERATION  
OF WOMEN’S CENTRES
BUILDING UP WOMEN 
CARE-GIVERS’ MUTUAL 
SUPPORT NETWORK IN 
WAH MING ESTATES  

Care-giving can be very demanding 
and challenging for carers. Yet, 
carers are easily neglected, become 
isolated and have little support. In 
Chinese traditional culture, the role 
of caring in a family always goes to 
women, as it is a social norm that 
men work “outside” to earn money 
and women work “inside” to take 
care of the household. This project 
focuses on these women carers aged 
under 65 who need to take care of 
family members of special needs, e.g. 
children with special needs, mentally 
or physically disabled persons, elderly 
or chronically ill. We approach the 
targets through programmes of 
enhancing awareness of mental 
health as an intervention point. From 
there, we further enable them to 
build up mutual support networks in 
the community so as to enhance their 
ability and capital in facing adversity 
in life. The first phase of the project 
ran for 18 months since October 2015, 
during which we have successfully 
established a Women Carers’ Mutual 
Help Network in Wah Ming Estate. 
The second 3-year phase has already 
started in July 2017. We will extend 
the mutual help network from 
Wah Ming District to other districts 
in Fanling, enlarging the support 
network and benefitting more women 
carers through the networks. 

HEEP HONG SOCIETY
PARENT-MEDIATED 
TRAINING ON SOCIAL 
COMMUNICATION OF 
CHILDREN WITH AUTISM

Autism spectrum disorder (ASD) is 
a neuro-developmental disorder 
with core impairments in language, 
communication and reciprocal 
social interaction which casts a 
profound influence on children’s 
social development. Parents of ASD 
children often have difficulties in 
interacting and communicating with 
their children due to the latter’s 
social communication deficits. This 
often worries parents and creates 
tremendous stress to them. As the 
significant care givers of the ASD 
children, parents play a crucial 
role in facilitating children’s social 
communication development. If 
parents are equipped with essential 
knowledge and skills regarding 
ASD, they can provide a naturalistic 
and nourishing environment for 
their children to develop their 
communication skills and learning 
capacity. In this project, seminars 
and intensive parent training 
groups (based on “More Than 
Words Hanen Programme”) and 
individual-based parent-mediated 
training (adopting “Preschool 
Autism Communication Therapy”) 
would be provided to the parents. 
The approach can increase the cost-
effectiveness of intervention and 
be customized to meet the diverse 
needs of the parents, eventually 
benefitting their ASD children. 

Registered charities are welcome to apply for funds. For details please visit our website : www.ftifoundation.org
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